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We have a powerful potential in our youth, and we 
must have the courage to change old ideas and 

practices so that we may direct their power toward 
good ends.

~Mary McLeod Bethune



Readings to Inform Change



Sankofa
We must go back to our roots in order to 
move forward. We should reach back and 
gather the best of what our past has to teach 
us, so that we can achieve our full potential as 
we move forward. Whatever we have lost, 
forgotten, forgone, can be reclaimed, revived, 
preserved, and perpetuated.



Sankofa:  Looking Back to Move Forward…



Education vs. Schooling



Psycho-Social Factors Impact Development

Reoccurring themes of race & ethnicity, 
perception and identity impact the access, 
retention, and academic achievement of 
underrepresented gifted students
Issues in the schooling and positive 
development of gifted and talented African 
American and Latino students has been long-
standing
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Literacies
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Re-think Literacy

Literacy is "not in isolated bits of knowledge 
but in students' growing ability to use 
language and literacy in more and broader 
activities" (Moll, 1994, p. 202)
Literacy is the ability to make and 
communicate meaning from and by the use of 
a variety of socially contextual symbols.
The definition of literacy is dynamic, evolving, 
and reflects the continual changes in our 
society.



Teach Multiple Literacies

Academic Cultural

“Academic 
literacy…refers to 
those forms of 
engaging with, 
producing, and 
talking about texts 
that have currency 
in primary, 
secondary, and 
postsecondary 
education.”—
Ernest Morrell 

The practice of 
challenging 
texts through 
an analysis of 
the role that 
power, culture, 
class, and 
gender play in 
the message
The habit of 
questioning 
assumptions

--Heinemann

Critical

Understanding 
the system of 
beliefs, values, 
attitudes, 
customs and 
social relations 
of of ones 
culture of origin 
along with 
knowledge of 
other cultures.



Know The Gifted Program

Content 
Standards

Universal 
Concepts

Depth and 
Complexity

Content 
Imperatives

Think Like a… Classical 
Ideas and 
Current 
Events

Power
Change
Systems
Structures
Force
Adaptation
Community
Exploration
Patterns
Relationships
Conflict
Order vs. 
Chaos

Sociologist

Economist

Anthropologist

Geographer

Linguist

Political 
Scientist

Biologist

Ethnographer

Philosopher

Art Historian



Use Academic Tools

What are the key details?  Why are they 
important?    

What is right or moral?  What is wrong or 
immoral?  

What is your perspective about this topic?  
What details are influencing your point of view?

What are the rules or structures?  Where did 
this start?  What is the purpose?  



Everyday Practice
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Why Everyday Practice?



Provide Significant Models



Mentors in Print

Carter G. Woodson, PhD Ana Julia Cooper, PhD W.E.B Du Bois, PhD

Ivory Toldson, PhDLuz Herrera, JDLuis Urrieta, PhDTricia Rose, PhD



Focus on Strengths, Not Deficits

Creative Thinking

Critical Thinking

Decision Making

Problem Solving

Coping Strategies

Innovation

Scholarly Traits

Strength through Adversity

Intellectual Courage

Tenacity

Collaboration



Questions to Support Identity Development

Family Questions
Are we knowledgeable about our ethnic and cultural background? 

What can we do to increase understanding of our racial/ethnic history and 
culture of our family?

Classroom Questions
Are students provided time to explore their heritage through the 
curriculum?  How will research methods be taught to support student 
inquiries?

What additional information could be added to units of instruction 
that would deepen student understanding and support identity 
development?

--



T-P-S

How can a focus on identity and culture 
nurture your child’s giftedness?
How could you use this approach with your 
child/children?















Critial Literacy 

Students should:

▪ learn not to just accept knowledge but question
▪ know that knowledge is constructed from a 

particular point of view, which influences what 
and how information is presented

▪ understand the implications of power 
relationships in the world and how various 
texts are used to reinforce relationships

▪ Read and write to raise awareness of the world
in order to improve it

▪ take action to improve conditions for self and 
others



Literacy for Freedom



Promoting Critical Literacy
Disrupting the commonplace:

How do we know this to be true?  Whose truth?
How is language being used to influence how I think ?
Why is the information presented in this way?  What are the origins?

Analyze and derive multiple viewpoints
Whose voices are missing?
How do others view this same information?   
Are certain perspectives valued over others? Why? 
Why is it important to know about this in different ways?

Focus on sociopolitical issues
What is the relationship between beliefs, events and actions?
What are the social and historical influences on this information?

Act
What does this information actually mean?
How can understanding this information contribute to my development as a 
scholar, as a member of my community, my personal identity?
How does this impact me?  Do I need to act?  Why or Why not?
How can I be most effective in my actions?

--adapted from Heinemann



T-P-S

How can critical literacy support the talent 
development of your student?
How could you use this approach with your 
child/children?


